American Belief System Assessment:

1. In your groups, select one big idea behind America’s plan for effective and ideal government.

2. Your job is to demonstrate an understanding of that big idea 
3. First, detail its roots through a documents philosopher, tradition or event. 

4. Next, select a founding document that that demonstrates the big idea. 

5. As an option: show a modern day example of the big idea in action today.  

=================================================================================
	What philosophies, events, documents, and people influenced our important ideas?
	· Greco-Roman Tradition

· Magna Carta

· English Parliament

· English Bill of Rights

· John Locke

· Judeo-Christian Tradition

· Great Awakening

· Baron de Montesquieu
	· Mayflower Compact

· John Jacques Rousseau

· The Events that led to the Revolutionary War

· Declaration of Independence

· Articles of Confederation

· Shay’s Rebellion

	What documents express the important ideas behind our government and established the United States?
	Declaration of Independence
	· Power of the People

· Consent of the Governed

· Natural Rights

	
	Articles of Confederation    
	· States’ Rights

· Equal power

	
	Constitution  
	· Checks and Balances

· Three Branches

· Different Duties and Powers

	
	Bill of Rights
	· Rights of individuals

· Protections for citizens from the Government


